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Learning Intentions:  

• examine the Junior Cycle Framework 2015  and explore the key principle 

of  Inclusion 

 

• consider the alignment of the new allocation model and Junior Cycle reform 

 

• identify how schools can include ALL learners through the application of  

Universal Design for Learning  

 

• Next steps for schools? 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Key Documents 

 



What is your understanding of an 
inclusive education? 
 

Inclusive Education 



Which of these applies to current 

practice my school? 



Inclusive Education 

 

 

 

“The educational experience is inclusive of all students and contributes to equality 
of opportunity, participation and outcomes for all.” 

 Framework for Junior Cycle, p 11 

 

 

 



“Junior cycle places students at the centre of 
the educational experience, enabling them to 
actively participate in their communities and in 

society and to be resourceful and confident 
learners in all aspects and stages of their lives.” 

 
NCCA 

Vision   

Activity 1 



Flexible programme for student learning 

Balance between knowledge and skills 

Dual approach to assessment 

Reporting a broader picture of learning 

Greater professional collaboration between 
teachers 

Supporting continuity and learning 

Greater autonomy 





Quick 

  

Reference 

 

Guide 

 

 



Structure of the Junior 

Cycle 

8 Principles 

24 Statements of Learning 

Level 2 

Learning 

Programmes 

Short 

Courses 

Other Areas 

of Learning 
Subjects 

8 Key Skills 

Assessment and Reporting 
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Wellbeing 



The Principles 
of Junior Cycle 

Education 

Learning 
to Learn 

Choice and 
Flexibility 

Quality 

Creativity 
and 

Innovation Engagement 
and 

Participation 

Continuity and 
Development 

Inclusive 
Education 

Wellbeing 

The educational 
experience is inclusive 
of all students and 
contributes to equality 
of opportunity, 
participation and 
outcomes for all.   



Statements of Learning 

„Schools will ensure that all statements 

of learning… feature in the programmes 

offered to their junior cycle students‟ 





Subjects in the Curriculum: 

All Students 
MUST: 

Essential 
Learning: 

English 

Irish 

Maths 

18 Other 
Subjects 



A Personal Project: Caring for Animals  

Exploring Forensic Science 

Enterprise in Animation  

Chinese Language and Culture  

Artistic Performance  

Coding      

Philosophy 

Digital Media Literacy  

Civic, Social & Political Education 

Social Personal Health Education 

Physical Education  

Short Courses 

 

 

 

Level 3 

Level 2 



“Wellbeing in junior cycle is about young people 

feeling confident, happy, healthy and 

connected”. 
 Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 p22 





Computers 

Extra-curricular 
Activities  

Citizenship 
Student Council 

Spirituality 
Ethics 

Co-curricular 
Activities 

24 Statements 
 of Learning 

Key Skills 

Other Areas of 
Learning 

 

Guidance and 
Counselling 

Pastoral Care 



Inclusion and the Junior Cycle 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/191286208 



Changes in the System 

Junior Cycle 
Profile of 

Achievement 

State-
Certified 

Examinations 

Assessment 
Task (AT) 

Classroom- 
Based 

Assessments 
(CBAs) 

Subject 
Learning and 
Assessment 

Review 
(SLAR) 

Learning Outcomes 

Formative Assessment 



Classroom Based  

Assessment 

Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) allow students to demonstrate their 

understanding of concepts and skills based on their ability to apply them in 

ways that would not be possible in an externally assessed examination… 

 
 The work is intended to be  
developmental not rehearsal 
 
This assessment is formative up  
to the moment of  
summative judgement 
 
There is student choice in how  
To approach the work  
 





Learning Outcomes 

Learning outcomes are 

statements in curriculum 

specifications to describe the 

knowledge, understanding, skills 

and values students should be 

able to demonstrate after a period 

of learning. 



 

 

“The subject teacher has primary 

responsibility for the progress and care 

of all students in the classroom, 

including students with special 

educational needs.” 

 
(Page 5. Guidelines for Post-Primary Schools - Supporting Students with Special 

Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools) 

    



 

Teacher Collaboration  
Is needed to develop confidence in working 

with learning outcomes  



The 7-10 Split 



Let’s go bowling… 

What has worked well to include/engage the „hardest 
pins‟ in your classroom? 

Activity 9 



Identifying barriers to 

learning?  

Short 
attention 

span 

Aged 12, is 
very 

creative 
and has 

 a reading 
age of 15 

EAL  
& 

extremely 
quiet 

Activity 8 



Universal Design for Learning 



Watch the video again.  This time 
jot down how a teacher can use 
UDL in the classroom, i.e. what 
practices can s/he implement? 



A Learning Outcome within an element:  

 

The student should be able to   

“…investigate the structure of animal  

and plant cells and relate them to their 

functions” 

Representation - 
Access 

Action and 
Expression – 
Sharing 
knowledge and 
understanding 

Engagement - 
Interest 

Key Skill 

Look at a picture 
in a book 

Worksheet – 
cloze activity. 
Draw and label. 

Enjoys pen to 
paper activity. 

Managing 
Information and 
Technology 

Find a video 
about it 

Make their own 
video and explain 

Loves using the 
iPad 

Being creative 

Examine a real 
plant 

Think-Pair-Share. 
Take a photo, 
label and present 
to peers 

Enjoys working 
with concrete 
materials. Likes 
photography. 

Working With 
Others 



8 Principles 

How does the Framework 

support inclusive education? 

24 Statements of Learning 

Level 2 

Learning 

Programmes 

Short 

Courses 

Other 

Learning 

Experiences 

Subjects 

8 Key Skills 

Assessment and Reporting 

Wellbeing 

Universal Design for Learning 



Powtoon 

Activity 3:  



 

Possible key messages for next staff 

meeting… 
 

Our aim is to be a truly inclusive school 

The subject teacher has primary responsibility for the progress and 
care of all students in the classroom 

Every student should be taught a curriculum that is appropriate to 
his/her developmental level. 

Greatest level of need should have access to the greatest level of 
support 

The effective inclusion of students with special educational needs 
requires a whole-school approach   

 
This is the beginning of a journey  
 



Thank You 


