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Outline of NEPS Session

Key features of new model
Continuum of Support & NEPS Role
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Guidelines

Supporting Students with Special Educational Needs

/0n the DES website

Students with Special Educational Needs:
A Three-Step Process

1. Identification of need

+ Use the Continuum of Support problem-solving process
to identify and respond to academic, social and
emotional needs

AEducation System oot s e i

assessment, as well as from professional reports if

appropriate
+ Consult with p and and with rels
external professionals as appropriate

+ Use the Student Support File to record identification
and assessment of needs, intervention supports and
review of progress

A Special Education

s Plan, implement and review early-intervention
approaches to promote academic, social and emotional
skills

+ Subject teacher, special education teacher, parents and
students collaborate to set specific time-bound targets

+ Carefully match interventions to identified need

W Schont Framework

The Continuum of Support Guidelines help schools to
identify and respond to needs

Whole-school approaches

¢ Take a whole-school approach to review of
policies and practices on learning, behaviour
and well-being

¢ Continue to develop an inclusive leaming
environment where all students feel
welcomed, valued and are engaged in the life
of the school

+ Engage in continuing
professional development to _ W
enhance the skills of all teachers
in supporting students with

special educational needs

The Student Support File is an -

resource that enables

A Guidelines for Primary and e
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+ Using baseline information, review and record progress
and plan for next steps in students’ learning

+ Maintain support plans that are clear, useful and easy to
interpret and share

* Review atind group, class and whole-

school level

All schools will receive a copy e et
All Schools will receive summary posters

schools to plan interventions

and to track progress through

Allocation of special education teaching supports

+ The level and nature of support should reflect
the specific targets of students as set out in
their support plans and be informed by careful
monitoring and review of progress

* All special supports
according to identified needs, ensuring those
with the highest level of need have access to
the greatest level of support




A Continuum of Support

Promoting and
Supporting -
Academic &

Social/Emotional
Competence

Whole-School Framework




A Continuum of Support

AThe process is underpinned by a response to intervention approach
- Use of evidence informed interventions
- Careful monitoring of outcomes
- More intensive supports as required
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Classroom based support for Individualised support for more

Mild and/or transient needs complex and /or enduring needs




Whole School Framework

Having key polices and practices in place that
enable schools to intervene early to promote
academic success and social/
emotional/behavioural competence for all

NEPS support through:

A Consultation and guidance on good practice to
meet the needs of students with special
educational needs

U A Support & Development initiatives



School Support/Support for Some

ASupport schools in responding to
Somestudents/groups of students
In need of more intensive support:

ANEPS Support through:

=) AConsultation with individual teachers

to provide advice/support re
identification and evidencenformed
Interventions

A Group Consultatiog with groups of
teachersg to provide advice/support

| Whole School Framework | A Support & Development Work

A Some assessment/identification
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School Support Plus/Support for Few

ASupport schools in responding tioe
Fewstudents with complex need,
iIncluding:

ANEPS Support through:

A Case work

A Consultation/assessment

A Interview/observation/checklists/psychologic
al assessment

A Liaise with other professionals (e.g. SLTSs,
OTs, Multdisciplinary teams)

Whole School Framework




Supporting students with special
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Types of Needs:

A Literacyand numeracy

A Learning, life skills

A Emotional, behavioural, social
A Language, communication, ASD
A Physical, motor, organisational
A Visual, hearing impairment
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Asa group:

Learning more challenging

More isolated/rejected by peers

More bullying

Lower belonging and connectedness
Less likely to say they enjoy schools
Less involved in extreurricular activities




Good wholeg school
systems matter

Continuum of Implement planning cycle
- ldentification of need

Support - Evidence informed intervention
- Monitor outcome and adjust




The DES Guidelines emphasise a tlstep planning process to guide
schools around the identification of needs, intervention and monitoring
of outcomes

Irrespective of interventions approaches or types of provision (e.qg.
team teaching, group intervention, individual intervention), the three
step process should be implemented to ensure the best outcomes for
students.




Who?

Academic, Social, Emotional, Physical, Sensory, Language & Communication)

The Continuum of Support

Transition information: Education Passp@t$ Post Primary Transfer Review
Standardised Assessments/intake assessment

Diagnostic Assessments

Consultationg Parents/Student/Teacher/form tutoiyearhead
Observation/Checklists

Professional Reports

Post Primary Circular Letter 0035/2017 List of assessment instruments
www.education.ie/en/Circularand-Forms/ActiveCirculars/cl0035 2017.pdf



Student Support Teams

Special Education Needs Team st T

A CORE team of Special Education Teachers
Experience and expertiseongoing access to CPD
Include Guidance Counsellor 0 E

Plrowde guidance and support to colleagues on implementing support
plans

To support individual/groups of students
To link with parents
Help plan and cordinate SEN provision

gtEug[e)nt Support Teantsaddress needs in a @ardinated way, especially

SelfReflectiveQuestionnnaire Appendix 7, Guidelines for SEN, DES




Meet needs of students through effective teaching and learning strategies,
and the appropriate curricula

Classroom/Subject Teachefisst line responsibility for education of
students/differentiation to promote inclusion

SEN Teachefiamiliarity with teaching
approaches/methodologies/resources to meet student needs

Targets should be formulated based on priority learning needs identified In
Step 1 using formal and informal assessment

Student Support File: essential resource to help plan & document
Interventions over timeg on-going review. Ensurall teachers have access
to it



(WWhois concerned? )
wProblemclarification
uBackgroundnformation

ainitial guidinghypotheses
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Intervention
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How much? .~

Matching the student need with the intervention

Matching the teachers with the greatest level of expertise to the
Intervention

Planning for a term at a time

Students with the greatest level of need get the greatest level of support
A combination of approacheassome at classroom level, some at school
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NEP3Resourcesnd Publications

@ Resources & Publications - Department of Education and Skills - Windows Internet Explorer
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Resources Needs Needs
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Teachers) Teachers)
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Parliamentary Questions
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DES Support Service

ANEPS

ANCSE regional support teamSESS, NBSS, VISITING TEACHER
SERVICE, SENOs

Alnspectorate i
APDST/DEIS advisory teams 4
AEducation Centre Network | &

AGuidance Counsellor Supervision L/(



Part of process of identification/target setting/intervention/review

The Student Support File includes a Support Review Record to monitor progress
and review outcomes

Evidence of progression and skills development over time

Review to include measures of attainment, wading, communication,
Independence, attendance and social inclusion, as appropriate

Involve students and parents; process counts

School management oversee whaehool approaches to monitoring & recording
progress

Outcomes can be monitored at individual, group, class and year and whole
school level

Movement across the Continuum of Support



Recording theProcess TheStudent Support File;
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A'V-\To_lrcliformatted, schools can insert
their own logo, use & adapt the
format as require

A Checklist which can be used (in part
or in full) across all levels of the
Continuum
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used at all levels of support

AEasyto-OA Sg W[ 23 27
summariseactions taken by the
school




