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EVOLUTION OF TECHNOLOGY 



ma 

Majority of people here today used 

their iPhone since they woke up. 

Studies carried out in America 

revealed that 26% of 18-24 year olds 

check their phone five minutes 

immediately after waking up 

(Time.com, 2017). 

We use iPhones to communicate with 

others, to capture moments through 

its inbuilt camera and to research 

various information on the internet. 

With the dawn of the digital 

revolution society is in constant 

interaction with their iPads, iPhones, 

tablets, etc.  

This revolution  has called for people 

to be skilled in the area of 

technologies.  

 

 

 



Literacy in the 21st Century 

Literacy is the ‘capacity to 
read, understand and 
critically appreciate various 
forms of communication 
including spoken language, 
printed text, broadcast 
media, and digital media 



Leu  defines  literacy as ‘the skills, 
strategies, and dispositions 

necessary to successfully use and 
adapt to the rapidly changing 

information and communication 
technologies and contexts that 

continuously emerge in our world 
and influence all areas of our 

personal and professional lives.’ 



 The nature of Literacy is changing in an online world of information and 
communication. 

 

 We encounter new literacy tools, requiring new literacy skills nearly every 
day. It is essential that we include instruction in these new literacies 
within our classrooms since our students are not fully prepared for them 
(Forzani & Burlingame, 2012; Kennedy, 2012). 

Literacy in the 21st Century 



is deictic!  

Reading and Writing have transposed from 
page to screen (Leu et al 2015). 



in the 21st Century  

 In order to be considered literate in the twenty-first 
century, one must be a ‘skilled and strategic reader, writer 
and communicator in online environments’ (Drew 2012: 322).  



 Blogs 

 Photo sharing 

 Video gaming 

 Social networking  

 Internet Forums 

 Building applications  
 

 

 

 

(Knoebel and Lankshear, 2014) 



 

 To become fully literate in today’s world, students must become 

 proficient in the new literacies of 21st-century technologies. As a result, 

 literacy educators have a responsibility to effectively integrate these 

 new technologies into the curriculum, preparing students for the literacy 

 future they deserve. 

 

 ILA Position Statement on New Literacies 



Range of New Literacies Skills  

11 

Leu et al, 2008 

 

• To locate information 

• To critically evaluate 

information  

• To synthesise 

information  

• To communicate 

information  

Kingsley and Tancock, 2013 

 

• Generating High Quality Inquiry Topics 

• Effectively and Efficiently Searching for 

Information, 

• Critically Evaluating Internet Resources 

• Connecting Ideas across Internet Texts.  



New Literacies 

Advantages 

 Range of technological supports enabling 
children to access text 

 

 Support for children’s reading and writing 
development 

Challenges 

 Although children are “digital natives” 
research suggests that their ability to 
source and critically evaluate information 
requires explicit instruction and guided 
practice following the gradual release of 
responsibility model 



EBooks are a range of texts 

(fictional, non fiction texts, etc.) 

that are obtained from the  

internet and downloaded onto a 

range of different devices.  

Through the simple action of 

clicking a button children have 

access to a range of books. 

Digital reading is becoming the 

most popular form of reading in 

modern society. Statistics 

illustrate that over 46% of children 

now use eBooks (Larson, 2013). 

Likewise the popularity of eBooks 

has dramatically increased among 

adults; with 21% of American 

adults reported in using eBooks 

(Larson, 2013).  

  

21% of 

adults  

46% of 

children   



• EBooks are extremely versatile and adaptable to suit the range of needs of each 

pupil. EBooks allow children to physically interact with the text through its range of 

inbuilt features.  

• During the reading process children are enabled to insert notes such as questions 

they have based on the texts, inquires they have on the text and likewise issues 

that have encountered during the reading process.   

• Children can highlight important words, underline words, cross out words, record 

audio comments on the text and likewise attach files, documents, images and 

hyperlinks to increase the learning process (Larson, 2013). 

• Likewise teachers can manipulate the text to suit the learning needs for children 

with additional learning needs. Teachers can enlarge the font to make it more 

easier to read, teachers can change the background so the words are more evident 

and therefore making the text more accessible to children with special needs.     
   

NOTE:  

What does the 
word specifically 
mean? 
 

highlight  

enlarge 



EBooks are also fantastic reading tools during the reading process as pupils are 

enabled to continuously interact with the text to illustrate their learning as they 

read and likewise given that the reading process  is more interactive; pupils are 

more active in their learning (Larson, 2013) 

Responding to the text 

During the reading process children can engage with the text by adding comments and questions to aid 

the learning process. Likewise teachers can add comments that prompt and scaffold the children's 

learning process and moreover making the reading process accessible to all.  

 

Furthermore teachers can access their pupils learning process by assessing their comments that they 

wrote while reading. These comments provide the teacher with an insight it the pupils thinking process 

and likewise will identity issues and problems that arose during the reading process. Through this 

feature teachers will be enabled to plan lessons that focus on the problems that have arose and 

therefore making the teachers teaching more practical and relatable to the children's needs.      



POWERPOINT 

MARIA COLLINS - 13131117 

Yellow background 

and blue font to 

aid children with 

dyslexia to read 

the text 

Amount and size of 

text included can be 

adapted to needs of 

the child 

User-friendly. 

Ample 

opportunity for 

inclusion of 

media 

throughout. 

Text-to-speech 

tool can be 

utilised or, 

recordings added 

to the text 

Can be used to 

portray a child’s 

personal experience 

or include culturally 

relevant material for 

EALs 



Navigating the Web 
 
Web mechanics 
 
Identifying questions for 
research 
 
Searching for information 
 
Evaluating the credibility of 
sources. 
 
Synthesizing information 
across a range of sources 

Creating for the Web 
 
 
 
Multi-modal composition 
 

Participating on the Web 
 
 
 
Collaborating  
 
 
Sharing and Communicating  

A Variation of Dalton’s (2015) Map for Use in the 
Primary School Classroom: 

New Literacies of the 21st 
Century  



So where does this leave comprehension 
instruction in 21st century classrooms where 
access to technology is sporadic or non-
existent? 

Comprehension Instruction in 21st Century 
Classrooms  



Effective Comprehension Instruction 



Review of Recommendations 
 Teach students how to use reading comprehension strategies 

 

 Teach students how to identify and use the text’s organisational structure  
to comprehend, learn and remember  content 

 

 Guide students through focused, high quality discussion on the meaning 
of text 



Review of Recommendations 
 Select texts purposefully to support comprehension development 

 

 

 Establish an engaging and  motivating context in which to teach reading 
comprehension 



21st  Century Literacy Skills 
 Key strategies associated with online comprehension including 

‘gathering relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources, assessing the credibility and accuracy of each source, and 
integrating the information’ 

           
  (Drew 2012: 324).  



Word 
Identification 

Phonemic 
Awareness 

Alphabetic 
Knowledge 

Phonics 

Letter 
patterns 

Sight 
Vocabulary 

Shared 
Reading 

Levelled 
Text 

Shared 
Writing 

Emergent 
Writing 

New 
Literacies 



Instruction in Fluency 
 Assisted Reading 

 

 Rereading 

 

 Expression  

 

 Wide Reading 



Fluency 

C.A.P.E.R. 

Paired 
reading 

Choral 
reading 

Echo 
reading 

Online 
sources 

Repeated 
reading 

Readers’ 
Theatre 



Strategy Instruction 
 A robust body of research (National Reading Panel, 2000; Duke and 

Pearson, 2002; Block and Duffy, 2008; Raphael et. al., 2009) demonstrates 
that: 

 

 Explicitly teaching children strategies for understanding what they read 
improves their comprehension of a range of text genres 

 



What are Strategies? 
 Reading strategies are the reader’s deliberate goal-directed attempts to 

control and modify their efforts to decode text, understand words and 
construct knowledge 

 

   Afflerbach, Pearson and Paris (2009:69) 



Building Bridges of Understanding, MIC, 2017 

Key 
Comprehension 

Strategies 

Prediction 

Visualisation 

Making 
Connections 

Questioning 

Inferring 

Clarifying 

Determining 
Importance 

Synthesis  



Prediction 



Building Bridges of Understanding, MIC, 2017 







Clarifying 

,  

I need 
something 
clarified…s

omething  



Determining 

Importance 



Inferring 



Synthesis 



Comprehension Process Motions 
 Comprehension Process Motions are hand placements and movements 

that portray the physical and visual representations of abstract, unseen 
comprehension processes such as, prediction, making connections, 
visualization, questioning etc. 

 

 

 For e.g. When making a Prediction children make the following hand 
movement: 

 

 

 



Comprehension Process Motions 
 CPM’s increase the effectiveness of comprehension strategy instruction by 

providing kinaesthetic movements as a second learning input system 

 

 



Anchor Charts 
 Anchor charts are constructed collaboratively by teachers and children 

using clear explicit  language and act as an aide memoire for each 
individual strategy 

 

 The following slide provides an example of such a chart regarding the 
process of: 

 

 Prediction 

 

 



•I can make predictions 
before and during 

reading. 
 

•I think about the 
information I know from 
the cover and the story. 

 

•I think about what will 
happen next. 

 

•It doesn’t have to be 
right!! 

 



Gradual Release of Responsibility 



Strategy Instruction 

 Long term goal is that children will be able to adapt the strategies 
to suit their own needs 

 

 Scaffolding through Collaborative Groups 

 

 Emphasis on personal interpretation of text rather than seeking 
“correct or definitive” answer 





Text Structure 

BUILDING BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING, MIC, 2017 



Effective Comprehension Instruction 
 Teach reading and writing as reciprocal processes from the initial stages of children’s 
literacy development 

  

  

  

Orthographic 

Semantic  

Phonological 





















































































Teaching Information Report Text 



BUILDING BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING, MIC, 2017 



Hedgehogs are small mammals that live in 

the wild in Ireland and other parts of the 

world. They are also kept as pets in some 

parts of the world.  



Hedgehogs are found in 

different places, like 

forests and gardens. 

Some hedgehogs even 

live in deserts! They 

spend the day sleeping 

under leaves or in holes. 

They come out at night 

to eat insects, slugs, 

spiders, small reptiles, 

and fallen fruit. 



The hedgehogs called 

spiny hedgehogs have 

thousands of sharp spines 

on their bodies. Spines 

cover everything except 

the underside, legs, face, 

and ears. The spines keep 

most animals from 
harming the hedgehog.  



 Hedgehogs have big eyes, which help 

them to see clearly in the dark. These 

animals are most active during dawn 

and dusk. Their long ears just stick out 

of their hair and spines. Having a long, 

sensitive snout helps hedgehogs to 

sniff out insects. 



Some spiny hedgehogs hibernate in the 

winter. Hibernation allows an animal to use 

less energy when food is hard to find. 

While hibernating, hedgehogs use the fat 

built up in their bodies to survive. 

 

Hedgehogs are spiky animals. If you see 

one this winter, don’t poke it! 



Very Important Points 
(VIPs) 





ILSA 2017 
PART TWO 



we: 

 

Argue the case for a particular 
point of view 

Convince the reader to believe 
what you are writing about 

Persuade the reader to buy your 
product or visit your attraction 



Opening 
Statement 

Explain the 
case 

Points 

Statement 

Evidence 

Closing 
Statement 

Summarise 

Reinforce 



  



 The present tense 

  

 Connectives 

  

 Clear and logical 

  

 Talk directly to the reader 

  

 Ask the reader rhetorical questions to encourage him/her 
to think 

 E.g. Would you be happy spending all your lunch break sitting in a 
stuffy room? 





 Firstly 

 To begin with 

 It is my opinion 

 I feel that 

 My view is that 

 There is a strong argument 
that 

 The truth is 

 For this reason 

• Therefore 

• Furthermore 

• However 

• This clearly shows 

• Yet another reason 

• Finally 

• In conclusion 

 



 Book and film reviews 

 Advertising 

 Newspaper articles 

 Debates 

 Brochures and Leaflets 

 Internet sites 

 Letter to the editor 























Dialogic Teaching 
 In Dialogic Classrooms, teachers and children act as co-enquirers, collaboratively 
engaging in a generation and evaluation of new interpretations of texts in order to 
gain a deeper appreciation of the world and themselves 

 

 Accomplished teachers know how to engage children in a dialogue and to ask 
questions that provoke the most thoughtful conversation 



Dialogic Classroom 

Open Ended Prompts 

Children’s responses 

Build on response with 
meaningful feedback 

















































Effective Comprehension 
Instruction 

Build disciplinary and world knowledge 

 

Provide exposure  to a volume and range of texts 

 

Provide  motivating texts and contexts for reading 

 

Teach strategies for comprehending 



Effective Comprehension 
Instruction 

Teach text structures – appropriate use of graphic organisers 

 

Engage Students in Discussion 

 

Build Vocabulary and Language Knowledge 

 

Integrate  reading and writing 



Effective Comprehension Instruction 
The new literacies of online research and comprehension frame online reading 
comprehension as a process of problem based inquiry involving the skills, strategies,  
dispositions and social practices that take place as we use the internet to conduct 
research, solve problems and answer questions. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

Locate Evaluate Synthesise 

Communicate 



‘Students typically believe 

anything published on the 

Internet must be 

considered valid and 

reliable’  
(Fabos, 2008; Kingsley, 2011; Leu et al., 

2007, as cited in Kingsley and Tancock, 

2013: 395) 

Children need to understand how being a 

critical consumer of information is an 

indispensable tool when researching and 

engaging with New Literacies  



 The previous slide highlights children’s potential attitude to the 

internet. 

 Children have difficulties judging bias when they are researching 

online (Bennett et al., 2008). 

 For this reason children must be explicitly taught online literacy skills 

(Leu et al., 2009; Kimbell-Lopez et al., 2016). 

  

Why We Must Teach Online 
Literacy Skills. 



Reading to locate information 

 

Reading to critically evaluate information 

 

Reading to synthesise information and solve a problem 

 

Reading and writing to communicate information 

Online Research and Comprehension 



Locate 

 Can the student use appropriate keywords in a search engine?  

 

 Can the student locate the best site for a task from a set of 

search engine results on the first click?  

 

 Can the student locate and communicate the correct website 

addresses from two different search tasks.  



 Searching and evaluating information is core to new literacies. 

 Leu et al. (2015) state children’s experience with these 

concepts are limited. 

 Children are capable of searching topics online but may not be 

aware of what they are searching for (Bulger et al., 2014) 

 How to use search engines must be explicitly taught to children 

as part of new literacies and should become part of teacher’s 

day to day methodologies (Mokhtari et al. (2008). 

 

Search Engines 



Suitable Search Engines for Children  

www.kiddle.co 

www.kidzsearch.com www.kidrex.org 

Internet safety is an important factor to 
consider. Child-friendly search engines 
ensure that children can engage in online 
research without encountering harmful or 
inappropriate information for them.  



 Children should be taught about the importance of key 

words in a text. 

 Children must also be taught how to cross check 

information from a range of sites that they have 

searched. 

 Finally, children must be taught about how to identify the 

reliability of sites they have found before interpreting 

their results and creating a conclusion.   

  (Leu et al. 2015) 

Strategies for Online Searching 



Evaluate 

Can the student identify the author of the website?  

Can the student evaluate the author's level of 

expertise?  

Can the student identify the author's point of view?  

Can the student evaluate the reliability of a 

website? – .org / .edu / .gov  



Relevance 
 
Is the information related 
to my topic?  
 
Authority 
Who created this website? 
Is there contact 
information included?  

Date 
When was this information 
written?  

Appearance 
Is the information 
presented well?  

Reason 
Why was the website 
created?  

Mandalios (2008) RADAR Checklist (Adapted 
and Simplified for Use in the Primary School) 



  



 

 

 KidRex is a useful resource  when initially teaching children how 

to use search engines. 

 KidRex produces search results that are more manageable for 

children. 

 After searching a topic, children will be presented with the title, 

a short description of what the page contains and the URL. 

 The search engine also allows teachers to adjust settings prior to 

the search to guide children’s discoveries. 

        

 

                  (Salyer, 2015) 



  



  



  



  



 Popplet can be used to organise the information 

children find in their search 

 Information can be displayed multi-modally using 

pictures, audio clips, text and videos 

 Popplet acts as a graphic organiser to help children 

decipher information texts as well as aiding their 

ability to synthesise and evaluate information 

              (Salyer, 2015) 

‘Popplet’ 



  



  



  



  



Create Multi-Media Posters online Using 

www.glogster.com  

Glogster can be utilised by children in primary school 
classrooms to create multi-media projects.  
 
Once the children have an account, they can use 
videos, pictures, sounds, and text to portray 
information. 
 
 
These can be shared on the website so that the 
children can learn from each other, and indeed, other 
children across the world.  
 

http://www.glogster.com/


Created by a 4th 
Grade Student. 



Created by a 7th Grade 
Student  



Podcasts 

Children can also create Podcasts in order to 
illustrate what they have learned. As the Primary 
Language Curriculum places a focus on Oral Language, 
this is particularly pertinent. 
 
Children who struggle with composition may find this 
a more enjoyable method of expressing themselves.  
 
Podcasts could be used to create news reports, 
documentaries or website reviews. 
 
Podcasts can be created using ‘Audacity’ at 
http://www.audacityteam.org/  
 



Digital Storytelling 

Digital stories are short movies. 
 
They can be used to tell a story about 
ANYTHING! 
 
 
All you need is a 
 
Camera 
 
Computer 



  

Meaningful Context for Learning 

Move from an industrial model of universal 
schooling towards efforts focused on lifelong 

learning and individual choice 
 

(Collins & Halverson, 2009) 



 Create authentic, inquiry-based cross-disciplinary units centered on carefully 
designed and compelling real world issues e.g. sustainable uses of natural resources 

  

 Placing child in the role of problem solver rather than passive recipient of knowledge 

  

 See https://www.challengebasedlearning.org/challenges 

 

Internet Inquiry Skills 

https://www.challengebasedlearning.org/challenges


 Literacy instruction within this framework seeks to actively 
involve students in deep, authentic and personally relevant 
learning experiences that foster academic achievement, 
reflection and civic engagement. 

  

      (Coiro, Castek & Quinn, 2016) 

Framework for Personal Digital Inquiry 





  

Inquiry  

Learning starts with lived experience … 
where people actively shape their own 
learning as they work on real problems 

within their own communities  
(Bruce and Bishop, 2008) 

Opportunities for 
purposeful self 
directed inquiry 

become personally 
fulfilling learning 

experiences 



  

Collaborate and Discuss 

For today’s 
learners, doing 

has become more 
important than 

knowing 

Long history in literacy 
research of the impact on 
literacy development of 
collaborative reasoning 

(e.g. T.S.I.) 



  

Participate and Create 

Through participation, individuals assert their autonomy 
and ownership of learning; in turn, their inquiry 
becomes more personal and engaging (Pink, 2009; 
Zhao, 2009). 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/trtr.1450/full


Participate and Create 

As students participate, they gain experience 
exploring, creating, and remixing digital 
media. In turn, they expand their knowledge 
of digital creation and explore possible 
starting points for future projects 



 

 

Participate and Create 

Participation and digital creation provide opportunities 
to link different spheres of students' lives (school, home, 
and community) in meaningful and relevant ways. 
Furthermore, these connections help build social 
networks and bonds between academic content and 
student interests (Ito et al., 2013).  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/trtr.1450/full


Reflection 

Reflection, although the final 
element in the cycle, can also 
be viewed as the beginning of 
inquiry. 



Reflection 

Providing time and space for 
reflection within PDI is critical for 
students (Schön, 2014) as they 
consider content learned, 
metacognitively examine the 
processes used, and mull over 
choices they made to improve the 
process for future action. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/trtr.1450/full




 What do we already know about St. Valentine?  

 Who was St. Valentine?  

 What is the origin of St. Valentine’s Day? 

 Is it celebrated all over the world? If so, how?  

 

Points of Inquiry: About St. 
Valentine  



  



 Keywords:  

 History of St. Valentines Day (www.history.com) 

 Website was informative and multi-modal  

 The Story of St. Valentine (www.olrl.org)  

 No author, plain text no pictures not child friendly 

 What is St. Valentines? (www.infoplease.com)  

 Not very child friendly, plain piece of text  

CBBC (www.bbc.co.uk/newsround)  

 Searched the website rather than the key words to search 

 Origins of St. Valentines Day Celebration 

National Geographic Kids (www.kids.nationalgeographic.com)  

 Visually aesthetic, legit author, child friendly language  

  

Collaborate and Discuss 
 

http://www.history.com/
http://www.olrl.org/
http://www.infoplease.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/


Participate and 
Create:  What do kids already know 

about Valentines day?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=NB9ymqN4COg 

Children’s prior knowledge of 

Valentine’s Day was created from their 

observations of family members and 

were unsure about the historical 

origins…  



According to the most legitimate websites Valentine was a priest who lived during the third 
century, during the time of the Romans. 

 

 Informational Video from Kiddle search:  

    www.history.com  

 http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day  

Participate and Create 
(synthesising info)  

http://www.history.com/
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-valentines-day


Participate and Create:  
 Valentine’s Day Around the World  

Again using the child friendly 

search engine Kiddle, we 

discovered a child 

appropriate blog about the 

traditions of St. Valentine’s 

Day from around the world. 

One benefit of the website is 

that it is written from 

children’s own points of view 

from different countries and 

thus easily accessible to the 

children.  



 In conclusion, we found the process to be challenging in some aspects as 
it was difficult to find websites that were both legitimate and child 
friendly. We then decided to research the topic through websites that we 
had used previously such as National Geographic and BBC.co.uk and 
found verified information which was visually aesthetic and child friendly.  

 However when we consider this in a classroom context we realise that 
this is Modelled Inquiry and would limit the children’s authentic 
experience with Personal Digital Inquiry.  

Reflec
t:  



  

Reflect:  
Therefore we believe that to allow the children to safely interact 

with the internet through the use of child friendly search 

engines such as Kiddle and Kidzsearch.  

 

Another key insight we found was that the Framework for 

Personal Digital Inquiry should be modelled explicitly in the 

beginning so that the children are aware of the dangers of false 

information and the importance of evaluating websites.  
  



1. Recognize that a new literacies journey is one of continuous learning 

 

2. Begin teaching and learning new literacies as early as possible 

 

3. Use new literacies to help the last student become the first 

 

4. Recognize that online search skills are important to success in new literacies 

 

5. Use online reading experiences to develop critical thinking skills and a generation of 
healthy sceptics 

Ten Principles to Inform Classroom 
Leadership and Instruction in New Literacies 



6. Integrate the internet into the classroom through online  communication 

7. Open doors for teachers by using the word “pilot” in resistant schools and districts 

8. Use performance based assessments for evaluating new literacies 

9. Use Internet Reciprocal Teaching as an effective strategy to teach the new literacies of 
online research and comprehension in one-to-one computing classrooms 

10. Prepare students for their future by using collaborative online learning experiences with 
classroom partners in other parts of the world. 

Ten Principles to Inform Classroom 
Leadership and Instruction in New Literacies 



In conclusion, our world of literacy 

and all it encompasses is evolving and 

as educators it is our responsibility to 

prepare our students for their 

encounters with New Literacies.  

Without explicit teaching and internalisation 

of essential skills, effective instructional 

practices and formative assessment methods a 

child will not become fully competent in this 

essential 21st literacy skill.  

Final Thoughts:  

Let’s embrace the future of 

literacy in our classrooms, 

because there is no denying the 

traditional conventions will 

remain the same.  


