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Editorial.
Welcome to ILSA’s Spring Ezine.

Once again we began the school year, 2019/20, with a very
successful annual conference held in Mount Wolseley Hotel
on September 27th and 28th. Congratulations to ILSA NCSE Research Conference
Committee on planning and organising two days of excellent
talks and workshops. A big thank you to our wonderful
presenters and to you, our members, who attended in very SNA Allocation
large numbers.
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Our Spring Conference, ‘Potential Meets Opportunity’, takes
place in Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork on March 27th . The ILSA’s Annual PGSEN Award 6
conference brings together presenters from many areas of
interest to Special Education Teachers at primary and postprimary level. Attendees will have plenty to choose from with Free Assistive Technology Tools 7-9
twelve sessions on offer. Further information on conference,
including membership application and booking form is
available on our website, https://ilsa.ie/
Reading Sleepover Night in

Early bird B&B rate at Rochestown Park Hotel for Thursday, Our Lady of Mercy National School,
the 26th of March, is available until 21st February.
Bantry
10

This issue includes articles on The NCSE Research
Conference, Front loading SNA Allocation, Setting up Regional Graphic Novels /Picture Books.
ILSA Groups, Reading Suggestions, an update on Free To support Wellbeing Curriculum 11
Technology and a guide to downloading textbooks.
I hope you find this issue of ILSA’s e-zine informative. This is
your publication and we would like it to reflect your interests
Conference Timetable
and views, if you would like to share information, resources or
strategies that work for you please send them to
bcoady.ilsa@gmail.com
Looking forward to seeing you at our Spring Conference in
Cork.
Breda Coady.
Editor
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NCSE Research Conference
November 19th. 2019.

Theme : Inclusive Education.
The conference explored the theme of inclusion in two areas of teacher education.

The morning session featured presentations on the theme of teacher education for inclusion.

Presentation One
Peter Hick, Manchester Metropolitan University and Joe Mintz, University of
London, presented the overall findings from the NCSE ‘s four year study of Initial
Teacher Education for Inclusion.
Presentation Two
Orla Ni Bhroin, Dublin City University outlined the evidence of what works in providing ongoing
professional development for teachers.
Key Ideas Presented:


The importance of an inclusive education for an inclusive society



Inclusive pedagogy needs to be embedded across all Initial Teacher Education (ITE)
Programmes



Collaboration between teacher educators who are subject experts and inclusive education
specialists needed



Better support for school placement with more input on practical strategies and on subject
specific strategies for inclusive teaching



Student input on preferred learning activities led to increased understanding



CPD for teachers results in diminished concerns about teaching students with SEN in
inclusive contexts

Further information available at https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Hick-andMintz.pdf
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The afternoon session looked at two areas where a fully inclusive education system is already
in place- New Brunswick, Canada and Portugal.

Presentation One
Jody Carr, former Minister for Education in New Brunswick, introduced a policy of full inclusion
in 2013. He outlined the lessons learned on the route to full inclusion where all students are
now educated in their local mainstream school: there are no special schools and no special
classes. Kim Korotkov, from the Ministry of Education, outlined the role played by different
groups in making a fully inclusive education system happen in practice.

Presentation Two
Joao Costa, the Portuguese Secretary of State for Education, outlined Portugal’s journey from
exclusion to full inclusion.
Key Ideas Presented:


Research in New Brunswick concluded ‘that systems and structures we create are holding
children back of opportunity because of perceived lack of ability’



There is no inclusion without an inclusive curriculum



A flexible curriculum, with focus on areas of interest to students, allows for greater success



SEN student is everyone’s responsibility, where whole school approaches are in place, all
areas are inclusive



Provide CPD for all teachers with in-school supports in place and external professional
support available when required.



Transition Plans allow for lifelong education and transition to the world of work

Further information available at
https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Jody-Carr-presentation.pdf
https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Kim-Korotkov-presentation-revised.pdf
https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Jo%C3%A3o-Costa-presentation-revised.pdf
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Regional Groups & Education Centres
ILSA National Committee had discussions with the Education Centre directors in relation to setting
up additional regional ILSA groups throughout the country. The Chairperson of ILSA met with the
twenty full time directors of the centres in November to get the process started.
Your school may receive an invitation from the local Education Centre to attend a meeting with a
view to setting up a local group in your area. If you miss the email you can contact your local
centre for further information.
Currently we have 3 active regional groups; Carrick on Shannon, Ennis and Drogheda. If you are
living in any of these areas and wish to get involved, please contact the Centre or
www.ilsanationalcommittee@gmail.com
Feedback from the existing groups is very positive. Special Education teachers feel that these
meetings provide an excellent opportunity to network, share, chat and acquire additional
knowledge without travelling too far. The meetings can take different formats, e.g. A guest
Speaker, a Teach Meet or Workshop.
Look out for updates on this topic and please support this initiative to bring SEN CPD to your area.
………………………………………………………………………………………….
‘Supporting Schools to Implement the Frontloaded Model for the Allocation of Special Needs
Assistants’.
In 2016–2018 the NCSE, at the request of the Minister for Education and Skills, carried out a
comprehensive review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme and produced a report in 2017
“Delivering for students with Additional Care Needs” . The report set out a new model of support
for students with special educational needs who have additional care needs. In March 2018 the
NCSE delivered a Policy Advice Paper to the Minister for Education and Skills.
One of the recommendations in the policy advice paper was the frontloading of SNA posts to
mainstream primary and post-primary schools on the same basis as the general allocation model of
special education teachers. A subsequent Government decision approved the piloting of the School
Inclusion Model, including the frontloaded allocation of SNA support. In the 2019/20 school year,
75 schools in the HSE Community Healthcare Organisation (CHO) area 7 received their
frontloaded SNA allocation.
Draft guidelines were drawn up to assist the pilot schools in the implementation of this new model
of allocating Special Needs Assistants.
The Chairperson of ILSA attended a consultation meeting for Education Partners on the draft
guidelines. The meeting was facilitated by the Department of Education and Skills on Friday,
January 10th 2020. There was major concern among those attending the meeting about the lack of
resources, especially manpower and time and this was clearly expressed in the feedback to the
NCSE. There was also concern about the rushed nature of the implementation of the scheme.
September 2020 was mentioned by the NCSE but not confirmed. It was felt that proper planning
time and resources are an essential requisite if this Frontloading Model is to be successful. At
present Principals and Special Needs Teachers are struggling with the workload involved in the
implementation of the General Allocation model of Special Education Teachers. Frontloading the
SNA allocation model at this time would make its implementation unworkable.
ILSA’s National Executive Committee members attended round two consultation meeting with the
DES in Athlone on February the 4th. The members reiterated ILSA’s significant concerns in
relation to the speed of implementation of the new model and the many implications for schools
including inadequate time and the lack of resources available to implement the Frontloading
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scheme successfully. Theresa Woods.

Irish Learning Support Association's Annual PGSEN Award
Dublin City University.
From left
Eamon McCauley, DCU
Orla Cunningham
recipient,
Theresa Woods, ILSA
and Joe Travers, DCU

University College
Cork

From left

Dan O’Sullivan UCC,
Colette Clancy,
Nicole O’Shea,
Siobhan O’Regan,
Breda Coady, ILSA,
Yvonne Calnan,
Trish Rice,

Kevin Cahill UCC
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Free Assistive Technology Tools
When Teachers and SNAs tell me that they're working with a student who has been assigned
assistive tech but they're struggling to use it, one of the first questions I ask is:
Are you taking advantage of the built-in accessibility features?
And often, they aren't. Sometimes they don't know that these great features even exist!
Both the iPad and Windows 10 laptops come with a whole suite of features that can help
students who have reading and writing challenges. It often takes a little experimenting to figure
out which combination of features will work best for each child, but sometimes it really is as
simple as turning them on!

How to access built-in accessibility features on Windows:
1. Click on the Windows logo at the bottom left corner of the screen.
2. Click the gear icon on the left side panel for settings.
3. Click on the Ease of Access tab. From here, you can access many features to suit your
student’s needs.
These are a few of the features that are available to you on Windows 10:

Narrator
Narrator lets the student hear every action they take in Windows as well as all text on the
screen spoken aloud.

On-Screen Keyboard
If students find it difficult to look from the screen to a keyboard and back again, using an onscreen keyboard can help.

Magnifier
Students can use Magnifier to zoom in on parts of the screen. It can run in full screen, in a
separate window or as a lens that follows the mouse pointer around the screen.

Colour Filter
If students find it difficult to see the elements on the screen, using a colour filter might help. This
changes the colour palette on the screen and can help them distinguish between things that
differ by colour.

Speech Recognition
Through the Speech function, students can dictate text to the computer instead of typing. It is
supported for the following languages: English (United States, United Kingdom, Canada, India,
and Australia), French, German, Japanese, Mandarin (Chinese Simplified and Chinese
Traditional), and Spanish.
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How to access built-in accessibility features on
the iPad:
1. Click on the Settings icon
2. On the right side panel, click on the Accessibility tab
These are a few of the features that are available to you on the iPad:

Spoken Content
In this feature, students can choose to have selected or all text content on the screen read
aloud.
Speak Selection helps to read out selected text aloud, while Speak Screen reads all content on
the screen. This can be particularly useful for students who have severe difficulty in reading or
are unable to read due to a visual impairment.

Display and Text Size
Under this option, text size can be increased. This could especially help younger students.

Voice Recognition
With Voice Recognition, students can navigate anywhere on the iPad using just their voice.
They can also dictate or edit the text using their voice.
Custom words can be added to ensure that Voice Control recognises the words students
commonly use.
With Rich Text Editing, students can replace phrases by name. E.g. Students can say “Replace
I’m almost there” with “I just arrived.” If students need to correct a word, they can simply ask and
they will be presented with a list of suggested replacements.

This list is by no means all-inclusive – there are lots of other features and apps available to help
students who struggle in school. But start with these if your student is having trouble getting the
hang of their assistive tech.
Here's to levelling the playing field for all kids!
– James Northridge
P.S. – If you'd like to watch a short video walkthough I did about these features,
https://courses.urability.com/courses/sna-secondary/lectures/11241787 , and
https://courses.urability.com/courses/sna-primary/lectures/11879594
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At UrAbility, we get asked constantly about how to access and download school books in a
format that is easier for students with additional learning needs to access.

Digital books are necessary for students who find it difficult to read printed material. This can
include students with dyslexia and those with visual impairments.
In Ireland, book publishers are happy to share digital copies of their textbooks with children who
need them. However, there is no central repository of textbooks in digital format. This means
that parents and schools have to contact each publisher individually.
This can be a daunting task.
While the process for requesting digital books is generally similar from publisher to publisher,
each publisher has their own requirements and their digital books may come in different
formats. Two of the most popular formats are e-book and PDF. Depending on the format and
the way in which the books have been created by the publisher, they work with different types of
technology.
In our online course, https://www.urability.com/sna , I cover lots of apps, tech and tools
for helping students with additional learning needs get the support they need to learn.
The course has an entire section on Accessing Digital Books, but because this is such a

common question, I've made this lesson public so you can watch the tutorial video and
download the guide we've created.
https://courses.urability.com/courses/sna-primary/lectures/11100273
As you'll see, the process isn't exactly complicated, but you do need to know where to go and
what the process is for each individual publisher.
Let us know how you enjoy this tutorial!
– James Northridge
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Reading Sleepover Night in Our Lady of Mercy National School, Bantry
A book is a dream you hold in your hand
Dr. Dympna Daly (PhD), Director of West Cork Education Centre, is passionate about encouraging children
to read. Last year she introduced the concept of a Reading Sleepover night in her school, Our Lady of Mercy
N.S., Bantry. She picked up this idea at the International United Kingdom Literacy Conference, the idea
originating from Finland!
On Friday night, the 17th of January 2020, pupils from First to Sixth class were invited to attend the Reading
Night along with their parents in the school halla. They had to buy a golden ticket to gain admittance! Pupils,
parents and grandparents arrived in school at 8.00 p.m. with air beds, mattresses, sleeping bags, duvets,
pillows, flashlamps, pyjamas, teddies and of course books! There was great excitement all round. Some had
attended last year, so were well equipped for the night, others went back home to gather more comfortable
bedding!
Staff were on hand to welcome the families and help them to settle in! The heating was on and the halla was
lovely and comfortable. The night started with storytelling for the whole group. Chris Gleeson of Bantry
library kicked off the night with an enthralling story about The Magic of the Spiderwoman by Lois Duncan.
Dr. Daly and Mrs. Power followed up with stories from Big Books: The Mermaid, Click Clack Moo by
Doreen Cronin and Stardust by Jeanne Willis. You could hear a pin drop in the halla.
Then it was time for hot chocolate for the children and tea for the parents! There was some fun time for the
children and some pillow fights but gradually all returned to their corners to continue the reading with their
parents.
Some of the books the children were reading included: Dr. Seuss, Dog Man, Dork Diaries, Judi Curtin’s Time
after Time and Alice Again, The Titanic, Roald Dahl’s Secret Plans, The Secret Horses of Briar Hill by
Megan Shepherd, Peace At Last by Jill Murphy, The Crocodile who didn’t like Water by Gemma Merino, The
Colour of the Sun by David Almond, The Explorer by Katherine Rundell and some of Julia Donaldson’s and
Axel Scheffler’s books – The Gruffalo and Room on the Broom. Some pupils were reading their very own
book which was written by the pupils in the school last year: Little Writers Big Ideas.
Lights were turned down and all continued to read with head torches and flashlamps! The only rule on the
night was that you could read until you fell asleep! Dr. Daly spent the night on the rocking chair, reading and
keeping an eye on all! She read ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens and completed it by 5 a.m.! Most
were sound asleep by 12 midnight and there were some snores to be heard and the last voice stopped at
12.45a.m.!! At 6.50 a.m. the first pupil woke and continued reading! By 7.30 a.m. all were awake and all
drifted off home by 8.00 a.m., all very happy with their Reading Sleepover night in Our Lady of Mercy
National School! In fact some parents said they got the best night sleep ever! It was a very special night and
parents spent quality time with their children reading real books! We can exist without our screens! Let’s keep
up the reading!
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Graphic Novels /Picture Books. To support Wellbeing Curriculum
I have chosen two books which will engage all readers and will appeal to students with special and
additional needs.

Under the Mask by Emma Cahill.
Suitable for Junior classes in Primary School.
Independently published.
Emma is a primary school teacher currently teaching in Brazil.
This book helps children to recognise and deal with feelings of sadness, anger and worry. These
feelings are explored in a child friendly way through the book’s characters , Blaze, Crash and Rustle.
“Under the Mask ‘’can teach children practical skills which they can use to manage feelings. It
teaches them to activate their ‘superpowers’ (coping skills) to help them deal with strong feelings in
a safe way. It focuses on the importance of talking about feelings and helps to normalise the difficult
experiences that can trouble a child.

Take Five by Niall Breslin. Illustrated by Sheena Dempsey.
Suitable for Junior classes in Primary School.
Published by Gill Books.
Niall Breslin, known as Bressie, is a rugby player, a singer and he holds a
Masters in Mindfulness Based Interventions. “Take Five’’ is his second book on mindfulness for
children.
Freddie feels jealous and sad when he sees all the presents his friend has received for his birthday.
Freddie’s nana teaches him to be thankful for everything he has. Together they take five minutes to
count on five fingers all the wonderful things in their lives. The “Take Five ‘’ strategy and focus on
gratitude helps children to see and to value what they already have.

A book to teach a mindful strategy for managing feelings.
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ILSA Spring Conference

27th March 2020

POTENTIAL MEETS OPPORTUNITY
08.00 to
09.00
09.00 to
10.00
Room
10.00 to
11.15

Level P/
PP
11.15 to
11.45
11.45 to
13.00

REGISTRATION – TEA/COFFEE AND SCONES ON ARRIVAL

ESTUARY SUITE -

CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME - Theresa Woods
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Sr Ethna Swan, MA, PhD
MAPLE SUITE(144)

SYNDICATE
SUITE(80)

BIRCH SUITE(50)

Dr Pauline Cogan

NEPS

Elisha Foy & Edel
Horan

The Dual Role to
Literacy Acquisition:
Success for ALL
Early Readers

Topic to be
confirmed

P

P/PP

(NCSE)

Maria McGrath(DES
Inspectorate)

Irish Exemp-

Kevin Cahill &
Dan O’Sullivan
(UCC)

Circular 0052/2019 &
Circular 0053/2019 Contemporary Issues
in Inclusive Education

Level P/
PP

Dr Trevor O Brien

Reducing
Behaviours of
Concern

Dyspraxia;
Challenges and
Opportunities in the
Primary School.

P/PP

P

TEA/LCOFFEE BREAK

tion

Level P/
PP
13.00 to
14.15
14.15 to
15.30

LAUREL
SUITE(50)

P/PP

Duncan McCarthy

Dr Susan Gibney

Inspiring a Love of
Reading

The Power of Nurture: Nurture Groups
and Nurturing
Schools

P

P/PP

Dr Michele Dunleavy

Angela Martin

P/PP
LUNCH

Dr Stella Long(MIC)

Lorraine Lynch

Accessing Problemsolving for ALL
learners

Investigating the
Emotions Behind the
Behaviour

P

P/PP
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(MIC)

(NUI Maynooth)

Introduction to high
functioning autism
(HFA)

Teaching Students
with ASD in the
Mainstream Post
Primary classroom

P

PP

ISLA Spring Conference 2020
Friday 27 March 2020 – 8:30am – 3:30pm
Venue: Rochestown Park Hotel, Douglas, Cork.

Reservations for accommodation on Thursday March 26 th can be made with the hotel:
B&B Accommodation:
€130 twin/ double room

€110 single room

Bookings should be made directly with the hotel
☎️Tel: 021 4890800

Email: res@rochestownpark.com
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