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A successful session?

Reinforce

Remind

Reveal



“It’s not just about 
learning to read, it’s 
about learning to 
love books.” 
(Rosen, 2014 
@Michael RosenYes)



Context

 The Primary School Curriculum (Government of Ireland, 1999) 
and Primary Language Curriculum (Department of Education 
and Skills, 2015) recognise the importance of classrooms that 
nurture positive attitudes to literacy so that the children can 
lead meaningful lives inside and outside the school. 

 The National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy (NLS) 
emphasises literacy support for children that acknowledges 
the central role of positive dispositions, motivation and 
purpose (Department of Education and Skills, 2011). 

 Call on educators to ensure that learning begins with the 
interests and experiences of the child. 



Context: PLC Learning Outcomes



What does the reading 

classroom/school/home look like?

How do we 

view 

reading?

What role 

does reading 

play in our 

school 

culture?

How does 

reading 

weave in 

and out of 

our days?

How do we 

budget for 

books?

(Miller and Shelley, 2014)



The reading space

Where is your reading space? 

Introduce a reading place with books, comfy 

chairs, and sufficient light

Being comfortable and relaxed, sitting on 

comfy cushions and chairs – “allows your mind 

to get into the book.”

Reading in the Wild Photos/Competition?



The class/school library

 Coghlan (2008) describes libraries in schools as “the 

Cinderella of the education system: dusty, dismal and 

unappreciated.”

 Allow our libraries to make it obvious that we value 

reading.

 Access to books is crucial.

The library should contain:

 fiction (chapter books and picturebooks)

 series fiction 

 graphic novels

 information books

 poetry and short stories

 miscellaneous reading materials (e.g. magazines)

 joke books, comic books and word-puzzle books

 student-authored books and stories “Books…access to 
blummin’ good books.” 
(@smithsmm)



The class/school library

Consider:

 An evolving space

 “Under Construction”

 Facilitate a diverse range of reading ages

 Display carefully 

 Make a big deal of a new book

 “Recommended Reads” section

 Check it out

 Weeding routinely- Free-book table



The class/school/home library

Books sourced from diverse places:

- The children

- Local bookshops

- Online 

- Charity shops

- Valerie Coghlan (2008) provides a number of important 

suggestions in her article Success in your School Library, 

including how to get started and potential book activities. The 

publication is available here: 

https://www.obrien.ie/documents/231/SchoolLibrary.pdf

Business as “Usual”

https://www.obrien.ie/documents/231/SchoolLibrary.pdf


Support your local library 

 Free service for all

 Block loans (up to 40 items for an extended period)

 Class novel scheme (picturebooks/early readers/novels)

 School visits

 Range of online services

- Borrow Box (audio and ebooks) - RB Digital – Press Reader

 Reading programmes (e.g. Summer Stars)

 Reading advice 

Encourage online 

registration? Host 

a library card sign 

up event in the 

school? 

WhatsApp?



Recommended books for children:

Where do you get yours?

Some useful sources:

 Newbery Medal Winners

 Caldecott Medal Winners

 www.lovereading4kids.co.uk
www.lovereading4schools.co.uk

 http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/

 Padlet for middle to senior classes 
http://padlet.com/mccarthy_duncan/fictionupperprimary

 Padlet for junior classes 
https://padlet.com/mccarthy_duncan/fictionlowerprimary

 CBI Recommended Reads 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/
http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/
http://padlet.com/mccarthy_duncan/fictionupperprimary
https://padlet.com/mccarthy_duncan/fictionlowerprimary
https://padlet.com/mccarthy_duncan/fictionupperprimary


Popular chapter books

IRISH AUTHORS

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy

The Book of Learning by E.R. Murray

The Mighty Dynamo by Kieran Crowley

Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan

Knights of the Borrowed Dark by Dave Rudden

INTERNATIONAL AUTHORS

Out My Mind by Sharon M. Draper

Phoenix by S.F. Said

Pax by Sara Pennypacker

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

because of mr. terupt by Rob Buyea



Picturebook recommendations from 

Junior Infants:



Picturebooks across all age levels

“Please don’t turn my world black and white at the age of eight.” (Anon.)

The wordless picturebook

Happy to 

share 

lists!



Choice
 Opportunities to browse

 Success with easier books

 Readers sharing favourite poems and extracts

 Books from home on the shelves

(Lockwood, 2008; Miller and Sharp, 2013)

Ways to Find a Book to Read

Series Recommendations

Format (graphic novel, short stories, 

etc.)

Read the blurb

Topic Read a few pages or skim

Award or Book List Five finger method

Reviews Length

To-Read List Your schedule



Book Choice Board

Book Choice Board

Book from a series Recommendation from a friend Book with an animal

Recommendation from the box Non-fiction book Sports book

Cartoon/Comic style (e.g. Big Nate) Scary or thrilling book Recommendation from a teacher

Picturebook Book with a hero Science book

Award winner Five finger method Biography/Autobiography

Book review book A really short book Funny book

Book from your to-read list Look at three covers and pick one Poetry book

History book Book with more than 300 pages Book with less than 300 pages

Graphic novel Realistic fiction Fantasy or science fiction book



Read aloud daily

 Read aloud:

- Be familiar with the text.

- Use your voice, eyes and the rest of your body.

- Make the first and last line count.

- Have it timetabled.

- Go for a journey with a long book.

- Always leave ‘em wanting more.

- Avoid hidden catches (e.g. comprehension tests) (Rosen, 2014)

 Read aloud top tips with Mem Fox: 

- Ten commandments http://memfox.com/for-parents/for-parents-ten-read-aloud-
commandments/

- Read aloud session https://memfox.com/for-teachers/for-anyone-interested-a-read-aloud-
lesson/

http://memfox.com/for-parents/for-parents-ten-read-aloud-commandments/
https://memfox.com/for-teachers/for-anyone-interested-a-read-aloud-lesson/


Benefits of reading aloud

 Broadens the children’s range of reading experiences

 Nourishment of the imagination

 Nurtures a love of language and art

 Collaborative meaning making

 Listening comprehension

 Vocabulary acquisition and refinement

 Understanding of aspects of narrative (e.g. character 

and plot)

 Gives children a ‘glimpse of their futures as readers’ 

(Meek)

(Cox Gurdon, 2019; Hobsbaum et al., 2006)



Personal read aloud favourites

 A Busy Day for Birds by Lucy Cousins

 The Book with No Pictures by B.J. Novak

 Superworm by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler

 Guess Again by Mac Barnett and Adam Rex

 We Are in a Book by Mo Willems (Buy the collection?)

 I am Bat by Morag Hood

 Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl

 The Legend of Spud Murphy by Eoin Colfer

 You’re a Bad Man Mr. Gum by Andy Stanton

 The Heart and the Bottle by Oliver Jeffers

 There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom by Louis Sachar

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio

Where it all began……. “Be brave!” 
(@McCarthyDuncan)



Picturebook Read Alouds Catalogue

 Pernille Ripp compiled as many lists as she could find here featuring the creators 
reading aloud. Perhaps the list will be helpful to you?

 Indianapolis Public Library has a compiled list here with more than 100 titles

 Storyline online has a compiled list right here with some great titles

 Kate Messner is compiling videos right here featuring authors and illustrators 
sharing their work and resources

 Susan Tan has a great video channel featuring writing prompts and read alouds

 Kidlit TV has a great compilation here

 Harper Kids Has their read alouds compiled here

 Vooks Online are offering a free first year for teachers and have videos compiled 
here

 Brightly Online has a compilation here

 Storytime with Bill from Little Brown Books can be found here

 Mrs. P’s storytime can be found here

 Debbie Ridpath Ohi is posting videos of her books as well here

 Unite For Literacy has many stories read aloud in multiple languages compiled 
here

https://pernillesripp.com/2020/03/14/picture-books-read-aloud-videos-for-lesson-
use/

https://www.indypl.org/blog/for-parents/free-video-read-alouds
https://www.storylineonline.net/library/
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCowhHSUaWp3KJDcuI0nR0vw/videos
https://kidlit.tv/?s=read+out+loud
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiYzMwyBPG96EDjV7MAohaCnXoQnqiBmG
https://www.vooks.com/teacher-appreciation
https://www.readbrightly.com/topics/brightly-storytime/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGGyitsqvj5Z-sVQ_btrTftbVofgE6wWG
http://mrsp.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9R5ehmf5_kG1RuOgYtScQzXIXqpki4YD
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://pernillesripp.com/2020/03/14/picture-books-read-aloud-videos-for-lesson-use/


Anne Thompson: Library Lady Blog



Supporting Reading at Home with The OU

The pressure on teachers and parents is huge, so we’re keeping things simple, 

stressing three core ways to foster readers, in alignment with our evidence-

informed RfP pedagogy:

• Top ten reads 3- 7 (Grandad’s Island 

and There’s a Bear on My Chair)

• Reading aloud to children: 7 steps to 

making it magical

• Supporting Book Talk Remotely-

Twitter hashtags and Reading Den 

pictures

(www.researchrichpedagogies.org)



Talk about 

the cover, 

favourite 

parts and 

the 

meaning.

Question-

“Why do you 

think…?

“I wonder 

what would 

happen if…”

Pause for 

a 

response.

Summarise 

and 

encourage 

summarising.

(Kiely, 2017; Paul, 2007) 

Stay positive 

and support-

“You’re dead 

right!”

Discuss new 

vocabulary-

“What do 

you think 

___means?

”

Parents, it’s more than reading… 



Create time for silent reading

 Ten minutes after big break?

 Build up their stamina.

 Plead for five minutes more!



Teachers as Readers: 

What book would you recommend?

Teachers do read for pleasure themselves, but 

tend to rely upon childhood favourites and 

‘celebrity’ authors when recommending:

• Only 46% of the teachers named 6 children’s 

authors. 

• Only 10% of the teachers named 6 poets.

• Only 10% of the teachers named 6 picture 

fiction creators.

(Cremin et al., 2008)



Teachers as Readers: Model

Important to show the children that you 

enjoy reading too:

- Carry around a book.

- Read when the children read.

- Feel free to abandon a book.

“Plus a reading role 
model helps 
enormously, be that a 
parent, teacher, librarian 
or even an author.”
(@alibrarylady)

“Children learn to love 
books by sitting next 
to someone who loves 
reading; it’s 
contagious”
(Gallagher, 2017)



Teachers as Readers

o Find daily time for your own reading

o Read winners and nominees on award lists

o Read widely (more chance of catching a child)

o Read with your ears? Audible?

o Let the children know what you’re reading

o Talk to children about books

o Recommend a children’s book you’ve read

o Share your reading experiences (Be careful!)

(Bowers and Davis, 2013; Miller and Sharp, 2018)

“Know the books in 
your classroom. Read 
them, love them and 
pass them on.”
(@jonnybid)

“Knowledgeable teachers or 
librarians who can help 
children find the books that 
might ignite the spark.”
(@smithssm)



Acknowledge the child’s voice

 Listen to children talking about books and 

reading.

 Ask for recommendations.

 Discuss their interests.

 Give them money to buy books

 “We must protect and promote choice.” 

 “We must withhold our book judgment.”

(Ripp, 2017)“Choice is key. A wide range of books 
to choose from and children able to 
choose for themselves. Plus adult who 
knows both books and children.” 
(@Teresa Cremin)



Encourage children read to others

 Encourage children to read 

to:

- younger children

- older children

- parents 

- family members

Prepare for a 

Zoom assembly?



Start a book club

The Fundamentals:

Potential for an online book club?



Creative Responses to Books/Texts

 Compare movies and books.

 Design a bookmark, alternative cover or movie 

poster for a book.

 Write letters to authors.

 Dress up as characters from a book.

 Act out a scene from a book.

 Produce a book commercial.

 Recreate a book cover.

 Try finger puppets and put on a show.

 Draw the setting for one of the chapters. 

 Create a wordsearch (Discovery).

 Record yourself reading your favourite extract.

“Connect with 
authors and 
illustrators. They’re 
out there and 
incredibly kind 
with their time.”
(Mat_at_Brookes)



Experiment with ICT: websites and apps

Writing Oral Language

(+12 Apps Document)



Get involved in the online book 

discussion: #bookrichwalletempty
@McCarthyDuncan

@patjburke

@marygtroche

@cherylmbrennan

@MaireLove1

@rachdeburca

@TeresaCremin

@Mat_at_Brookes

@GalwayMr

@Alibrarylady

@nerdybookclub

@PDSTLiteracy

@KidsBooksIrel

@ILAToday

@LiteracyIRL

(Conferences, 

Journals/Newsletters and 

recommendations)

@Goodreads

(Online book community)



Praise

Be sure to create 

opportunities where you can 

praise and encourage 

children while they read.

“Fostering positive 
reading relationships all 
around the children.” 
(@GalwayMr)

The power 

of the 

voice of 

the 

teacher



Never judge a book by its cover



Important Quotes From Books:

Read it, Loved it or Reading Graffiti

Padlet to 

create a virtual 

chart or door?













A Reading Door

 Books I’ve read

 Newspaper review clippings

 Magazines

 Journals

 Blogs

 Quotes about reading: 

“Read like a wolf eats.” 

(Paulsen)

Pass the 

responsibility 

over to the 

children.

(Miller and Kelley, 2014)



Having an (online) assembly?

 Introduce reading slots as a regular feature

 Teachers talk about why, what and where they read for pleasure

 Hand out awards for reading challenges

 Organise visits where parents or members of the community explain 

why reading is important to them

 Coordinate author/storyteller/illustrator/librarian/book enthusiasts 

visits

 Put Reading for Pleasure on the agenda regularly for school events



More information:
 Donalyn Miller and Susan Kelley- Reading in the Wild

 Aidan Chambers- Tell Me

 Kenny Pieper- Reading for Pleasure

 Michael Rosen- https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/primary-

educators/subjects/primary-english/tips-from-michael-rosen.html

 Reading 4 Pleasure-

https://www.teachers.org.uk/files/active/1/Reading-4-Pleasure-

7225.pdf

 Helping Children Develop a Love of Reading-

https://www.superduperinc.com/handouts/pdf/125_LoveForReadin

g.pdf

 Pernille Rip- https://pernillesripp.com/

 Sue Cowley- The Seven E’s of Reading for Pleasure

 The Book Love Foundation-

http://booklovefoundation.org/podcasts

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/primary-educators/subjects/primary-english/tips-from-michael-rosen.html
https://www.teachers.org.uk/files/active/1/Reading-4-Pleasure-7225.pdf
https://www.superduperinc.com/handouts/pdf/125_LoveForReading.pdf
https://pernillesripp.com/
http://booklovefoundation.org/podcasts


The Reluctant Reader

Find out why students are 

reluctant to read

Affirm their experiences

Set small reading goals together

Support them in how to make a 

choice (e.g. Five Finger Method)

Challenge them in their selections 

(e.g. five different genres)

Find an audiobook and real book 

balance

Get a reader they respect to share 

reading experiences

Share your own childhood reading 

experiences

Encourage to bring a book on 

holidays

Head to a café and bring your 

books

Read more children’s books 

yourself (“You have to read this, 

seriously!”)

Flood the home/school with books

Build stamina 

Reading on the edges (e.g. 

travelling in the car)

You read while they read

Designate a time (e.g. in bed)

Give them money to buy books

Attend a book festival or reading

Join the library and build it into 

your routine

Read to them (maybe every 

second page)

Never give up!

(Miller and Sharp, 2018)



Reading Habit Formation Tips

Reading Habit Formation Tips:

Tip What this looks like for reading

Model enthusiasm for reading and maybe work 

together.

"I can't wait to read a chapter with you today!"

Start with a very small and achievable goal. "Today, we will read our books silently for 2 minutes, 

without interruption."

Get the calendar out and set a specific time and place 

for the reading session over a period of time.

"We will do a bit of reading for 15 minutes on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays at 615 pm in the sitting room on that 

chair."

Keep track of every time you stick to your habit (e.g. 

tick it off on the calendar).

“Mark it down in the book, Johnny, we did it again!”

Attach the reading to another habit that your child 

does regularly.

"When we get up from the table after dinner, we will 

read for 5 minutes."

Offer choice. "Which would you like to do first, read or watch tv?"

Celebrate the small wins. "We did an amazing job today, high five!” 

Get someone your child respects (e.g. favourite aunt) 

to send them a message of encouragement.

"I heard what you're doing from your Dad. Fair play, go 

Jacinta!"

Remember, repetition and not perfection is what you're 

after. Practice makes permanent.

Just get cracking!

(Clear, 2018; Fogg, 2020)





Questions or comments?

Thank you for your time.

Contact: mccarthy.duncan@gmail.com

@McCarthyDuncan

Reinforce

Remind

Reveal


