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Background 

Historically in Ireland tests of English 
literacy in use in post-primary 
schools were typically tests with UK 
or US norms. These tests have a 
number of limitations, such as their 
high cost, cultural inappropriateness, 
limited utility/narrow focus, time 
consuming nature (many individually 
administered), poor ability to 
differentiate between very weak or 
very able readers, and inappropriate 
age ceilings.



NEPS psychologists, 
through their ongoing 
work in schools, are 
aware that schools 
want a tool which is 
cost-effective, easy to 
administer and score, 
and can be used for a 
range of purposes. 

And this how the PADD-E was born …..
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The PPAD-E test is designed to be:

suitable for use by teachers

accompanied by tools and materials that enable test
administration, scoring and interpretation of test results for
individual students

linked to evidence-based interventions and teaching approaches

helpful for screening for literacy difficulties at first year intake and
monitoring the progress of students to make decisions regarding
continuing or discontinuing additional supports in the school’s
Continuum of Support



useful in diagnostic assessment, monitoring and 

evaluating progress

capable of identifying students who will be reviewed as 
part of the Irish Exemption/ RACE/DARE process

useful in establishing and monitoring literacy standards.

helpful in identifying if further assessment might be 

needed (e.g. Occupational Therapist )



Test Development

• Data processing and analysis by the ERC confirms PPAD-E to be 

‘a high quality and fit for purpose test’

• PPADE is appropriate for the vast majority of  first year students (99.5%) 

• Designed to have a long tail at the lower end 
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Accessibility

The assessment may not be suitable for some students with additional needs

 a functional disability 

 some children with a general learning disability, or 

 children with very limited proficiency of the English language. 

For those whom it may be unsuitable (and it will be up to individual schools to assess suitability), a 

PPAD-E Access test is in development to help with assessing skills associated with early stages of 

literacy development. 



5 subtests 
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Sub-Test Description and number of items 

Spelling 45 single word spellings to be written down (administered in ascending order 

of difficulty) 

Reading 

Comprehension 

8 cloze test passages appearing in order of ascending difficulty with five items 

(blanks) per passage. 

Writing 

Samples 

Two paragraphs of writing in response to prompts (one fictional and one 

informational) 

Reading Speed 90 sentences to read and mark as true/false  

Single Word 

Reading 

65 words to read aloud presented in four word lists of ascending difficulty  

 



All but the Word Reading test are group-
administered (Word Reading is individually 
administered). The group assessment requires 
approximately 60 to 70 minutes to administer, plus 
3-5 minutes per student for the Word Reading test

The five tests have been developed in parallel 
(yellow and blue) versions, except for the spelling 
test, which is identical in both Blue and Yellow.



Scoring of Writing 
Samples
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The Writing Subtest 

• Students are asked to produce two paragraphs of writing 

• They have 5 minutes for each (one narrative/one informational)

• Sample is evaluated along four dimensions 
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Ideas

Voice 

Creativity/Engagement

Vocabulary used

Quality of 
expression  

Spelling and 
Punctuation 

Handwriting 



The sample is evaluated in terms of 

the richness in ideas and supporting 

descriptive details. This dimension 

also looks at the style of the writing 

and how well the student has 

engaged with the topic. 
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Ideas

Voice 

Creativity/Engagement



This relates to quality of words/phrases used 

by the student in his or her writing. The 

sample, is judged by the number and variety 

of nouns, adjectives and verbs and also if 

figurative language is used.

It also evaluates whether the student uses a 

range of sentence structures
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Vocabulary used

Quality of 
expression  



The sample is judged by the number of 

sight words, high frequency words and 

progressively more orthographically 

complex words spelled correctly. The 

piece is also judged by the frequency 

and appropriateness of a range of 

punctuation conventions. 
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Spelling and 
Punctuation 



The sample is evaluated in terms of the 

legibility and consistency of the 

handwriting and word spacing. The sample

is also judged in terms of it’s overall 

aesthetic quality. 
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Handwriting 



Writing Subtest 
Rubric

• A Rubric has been 
designed to help 
teachers evaluate the 
samples along each of 
the four dimensions

• A scale of 1 -5  is used 
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ScoreTypical features at this level
Level of 
achievement
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Writing Subtest 
Benchmark Guide 

A Benchmark Guide has 
also been developed as a 
scoring aid

It provides example texts 
and scoring across a wide 
range of ability



Take the Rubric 
and Benchmark 
Guide and score 
this sample using 
the four 
dimensions we’ve 
just discussed. 
Justify your score 
by highlighting the 
identifying 
features.  

Training sample 1



Ideas, creativity, 
engagement, voice

4.

Connects well with the 
reader. Contains lots of 
interesting details.

Vocabulary used, 
quality of expression

4.
Uses a variety of 
interesting words, 
adverbs and 
adjectives. Occasional 
examples of figurative 
language clothes are 
but withered rags 
laying on a weak back 

Spelling and 
punctuation

4. 
There are less 
than 2 spelling 
errors and most 
conventions of 
punctuations are 
present full stops, 
capital letters, 
apostrophes and 
commas.  He 
would have had to 
have used a 
greater number of 
complex, 
polysyllabic words 
to achieve a 5 Handwriting4. 

It is neat, regular-sized, well-spaced but lacks an aesthetic quality 
to score a 5. 



Training Sample 2



Vocabulary used, 
quality of expression

1. 
Uses a very basic 
vocabulary and the 
overall quality of the 
expression is very 
poor. 

Ideas, creativity, 
engagement, 
voice

1.The sample 

has no logical 
order, 
organisation or 
flow. Purpose is 
difficult to make 
out. The sample 
has no detail or 
sentence variety. 

Spelling and punctuation

1. Spelling is very inaccurate high frequency words spelled incorrectly 

always, beautiful, and common blends and digraphs incorrect  (dr- and 
ow, ai). 

Handwriting

2. Handwriting is messy and  distracting to the reader but mostly legible.  



Three individual manuals have been produced each with 
accompanying presentations and videos …….



Materials and Resources
• Student Test booklets (blue or yellow)

• Three manuals
1. Teacher Administration 
2. Marking Guidance
3. Scoring, Reporting, Interpretation and Intervention Manual

• One set of transparent overlays/scoring stencils

• One set of laminated copies of the word reading test (4 lists)

• PPAD-E Scoring and Reporting Software Tool

• Online training (2 sessions) for teachers in administration and scoring 
of PPAD-E

• It is recommended that this test can be administered by SET/SET 
Team and or Guidance Counsellor, who will co-ordinate 
administration, data input, scoring and sharing of results.
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First term 

• For autumn 2020, all REGISTERED post-primary schools 
received testing materials, including a test booklet for 
each first year student, free of charge

• Post-primary teachers offered training to administer 
the test (online training)

• NEPS psychologists will receive training about the test 
and its uses

• NEPS psychologists will be available to support their 
schools with queries about testing

• NEPS/ERC both have an email facility for queries 
relating to administration and scoring
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Review 
Exemption/Inclusion 
Criteria

• Teachers decide whether some students 
should be exempted from the 
assessment

• A general principle is to include as many 
students as possible in the PPAD-E 
testing

• Table 3, Categories of special Education 
Needs (SEN) and Exemption /Inclusion 
Criteria on page 11 should act as a guide 
to teachers in their decision-making. 
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Note on PPAD-E Scoring and Reporting
• The tests will be scored by the SET teacher/team or Guidance Counsellor on the paper 

assessment booklets. Manual 2: Marking Guidance and an accompanying video, 
provides full instructions for scoring the booklets.

• Total raw scores (number of items correct) for each sub-test will be uploaded to an 
online scoring and reporting tool

• The scoring tool will automatically generate school, class and individual student 
reports including:

• standard scores and percentile ranks indicating how each student performed 
compared to the broader population

• qualitative interpretation of each student’s competencies and suitable 
interventions will be provided

• Manual 3: Scoring, Reporting, Interpretation and Intervention (and corresponding 
video) provides details on using the software tool and on how to interpret results and 
reports generated from the tool.
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Manuals 2 and 3



The PPAD-E Reporting Tool

into standardised scores /percentiles 

and generates summary class and year reports 
and individual reports 

The PADD-E has a secure software application that converts raw scores 





• See video 
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PPAD-E Individual reports are a unique and 
ground-breaking feature 0f the assessment 

The students’ performance on the PPAD-E sub-tests will produce valuable data 
to help inform support both at the Class and Special Education Teaching (SET) 
intervention level.

NEPS has developed resources to build teacher capacity to assess student’s 
literacy skills, identify difficulties and plan interventions. This includes a range 
of suggestions outlining evidence-based SET interventions and research-
validated in-class approaches for each students’ profile. Aligned to the 
Continuum of Support and linking explicitly with Effective Interventions for 
Struggling Readers and NEPS Post Primary Good Practice Guide for Struggling 
Writers. 





Class/ subject 

teacher 

support



SET level 

support



Using the 
PPAD-E for 
eligibility 
criteria

All schemes include the collection of information from a 
number of sources and the standardised test results 
generated by the PPAD-E are only one part of multi-
element criteria. 

• Exemption from Irish- a ‘discrete’ test of word reading, 
spelling or reading comprehension

• RACE- an individually administered test of word reading, 
or spelling

(tests of reading speed and writing samples may contribute 
to understanding)

• DARE- two literacy scores at or below the 10th percentile

• Eligibility criteria for Special Educational placements and 
resources (special schools, special classes and assistive 
technology)- scores at or below the 2nd percentile. 



Further Support

• Advice and support on administration 
and interpretation available from your 
NEPS psychologist

• If you do not have an assigned 
psychologist you can email your queries 
to ppade@education.gov.ie

• If you have queries with 
administering/scoring contact ppad-
e@erc.ie

• Contact tests@erc.ie regarding ordering 
materials
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