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Structure of the presentation

1. General points

2. Types of informal assessment:

o Observation
o Presentations
o Journaling
o Games

❖ Paper toss
❖ Four corners

3. Self Evaluation



Formal assessment



Informal Assessment

Can be:

▪ Fun and relaxed

▪ Covert – pupils not conscious of being assessed

▪ No scary tests



Informal Assessment is:

▪ Useful

▪ Handy

▪ Gives an idea of individual class level 

▪ Highlights individual needs



Informal Assessment is:

Useful to:

▪ Parents

▪ Teachers

▪ Pupils

▪ Head of SEN

▪ School Resources



Observation is the easiest form of informal 
assessment 

▪ Can be done by teacher/colleagues

▪ Invitation to others to observe 



Observation is the easiest form of informal 
assessment 

▪ Student acts naturally – Heisenberg principle (i.e. when a 
participant is being observed, behaviour changes

▪ Student has no awareness of being watched and will

▪ act naturally

▪ will not try to impress



Observation provides

▪ Unfiltered look at areas of need or success

▪ Look for improvements – a thing all teachers do



Observation

▪ Includes review of past pieces of class-work

▪ Look for improvements – a thing all teachers do



Observation takes information from

▪ The class-work and adjust, improve, streamline or enrich as 
needs be 



Observation Sheet

Name of Pupil …………………………………………   Class ……………

Name of Teacher ……………………………………. Date   …………..

Aim of lesson

Observations

Use one per student and keep notes on learner’s development



Presentations can involve informal assessment

▪ Invite a pupil for a chat 

▪ Allow pupil explain work to provide insight

▪ Powerpoint presentations and handouts: If done by pupil then 

long assessment is possible



Presentations
Crucial way to informally observe

▪ Any topic

▪ Foreign languages to encourage

▪ Oral skills
▪ Reading
▪ Writing skills



Presentations can provide:

▪ Class engagement:  Teacher/pupil presents questions from 

peers to show engagement with topic

▪ Evidence of thought processes and quick thinking skills as they 

provide answers



Student Name …………………………….. Speech Topic ……………………………………….

Public Speaking Checklist Sample from Twinkl.ie

Speech had a clear topic

Speech began with an introduction

Speech had 3 sub-topics

Speech had a clear conclusion

Speaker spoke with feet – shoulders wide apart

Speaker had notes at waist height

Speaker made eye contact with audience

Speaker elaborated on points

Speaker used appropriate voice 

Etc

Feature Achieved Comment



Presentation provides checks on: 

▪ Class engagement  with the above

▪ Topic

▪ Clarity of speaking

▪ Structure of presentation

▪ Records abilities

▪ Develop skills over time



Journaling: at end of day/week

▪ Students complete quick journal on

▪ How they feel they have done: gives insight into student’s 

life.

▪ Set out journal with questions e.g.

✓ 3 things I have learned

✓ What I didn’t understand very well

✓ How lessons could be improved



Journaling can:

▪ Track

▪ Spelling

▪ Grammar

▪ Handwriting

▪ Presentation and layout

▪ Provide feedback system for tweaking teaching



Journaling can:

▪ Provide a feedback system for parents/carers in relation to 

student’s education

▪ Be a vehicle of dialogue between student, teacher, parent/carer

▪ Open lines of communication



Disguised assessment games

1. Paper Toss

▪ Put large box/bin/hat in front of class

▪ Ask students to write any question related to topic on paper and 
toss it forward towards box. 

▪ If paper lands in box extract it and read and answer question for 
everyone

▪ Big box is better
▪ Anonymous
▪ Frees student of embarrassment
▪ Further questions and open discussion possible



Disguised assessment games Cont’d

2 .  Four Corners

▪ Gets people up and moving

▪ Age related structure

▪ Younger students – divide classroom down the 

middle

▪ True/False  - ask simple question and students 

stand on side of room they believe is correct

▪ More complex topics use all 4 corners



Four Corners – allows observation of:

▪ Information retention

▪ Group interaction

▪ Who is confidence

▪ Who is leader

▪ Who follows crowd

▪ What area of topic people are most unsure of



Self-Evaluation

▪ Very  important informal evaluation

▪ Self-reflection – own conclusion regarding learning 
= important life skill

▪ See Twinkl.ie  - Self-assessment sheets for

Science Speaking Listening Writing and 
group work



Self-Reflection

▪ See Twinkl.ie - Self-Reflection sheets for

Behaviour Learning 
outcomes

Effort Peer 
context

How to 
improve



Self-Assessment

Very  important as it can

▪ Help student stay on track

▪ Build confidence

▪ Students may be very hard on themselves

• Think they are doing poorly when in fact all is ok

▪ Support and put them back on track



Test 2r 

09/09/2022

More about this at a future conference 
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Why are we assessing? 
 To get a baseline so we know where we are starting 

 To identify gaps in the students knowledge 

 To identify what the student can do- strengths based 
teaching 

 Focuses our teaching to keep our targets SMART

 There is an ongoing, reciprocal relationship between 
teaching and assessment 
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The Continuum of 
Support 

 A response to intervention model

 We notice a need or it is brought to 
our attention 

 We plan to intervene

 The need responds to the 
intervention and the student can 
succeed 

 We also remember the importance 
of differentiation in the classrooms, 
preventative and proactive 
approaches, team teaching, 
screening and assessment and early 
intervention 





Always start with the child
 Are the basic needs being met? 
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Look at the Environment 
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Talk to the child 
 The centre of the process 

 They need a voice and an opinion

 Sometimes what we think is happening is not a 
problem at all

 How motivating would it be if someone planned an 
intervention for you and never asked for your opinion 
or your input? 
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What are we assessing? 
In SET we are usually working around the following 
areas: 

 Literacy

 Numeracy

 Communication and Language

 Social Skills 

 Motor Skills and Physical    
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Literacy
 Teacher observation 
 Teacher designed tasks and tests (find the gaps) 
 Look at the standardised tests diagnostically 
 https://www.pdst.ie/node/5886 Assessment of reading 

skills PDST 
 Excellent checklists from PDST here 

https://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Balanced-Approach-to-
Literacy-Development-in-the-Early-Years-.pdf

 Looks at early literacy concepts, phonological awareness, 
phonics or letter sound relationship, letter knowledge, 
sight vocabulary and fluency, writing and spelling and 
comprehension 

09/09/2022

https://www.pdst.ie/node/5886
https://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Balanced-Approach-to-Literacy-Development-in-the-Early-Years-.pdf


Things to think about- Literacy 
▪ What areas are causing the most difficulty in school? 

▪ Prioritise development of reading skills as these are essential to life 

▪ Oral language underpins all skills in reading, writing and spelling 

▪ Remember the importance of motivation- it is so important 

▪ Word reading- develop word attack skills and practice reading using 
suitable texts

▪ Comprehension- must form part of a reading intervention- without it 
what is reading? 

▪ Phonics approaches have their place but do not suit everyone 

▪ With working memory difficulties pare back the amount of extras and 
the amount of language used

▪ Remember the importance of visuals and multisensory approaches  

▪ Quality teaching v’s quantity 



Numeracy 
 https://www.pdst.ie/primary/stem/mathematics/asses

sment PDST assessment tools 

 Use standardised tests diagnostically 

 Teacher designed tasks and tests with teacher 
observation 
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https://www.pdst.ie/primary/stem/mathematics/assessment


Things to think about-
Numeracy

▪ Look at specific difficulties and gaps

▪ Remember the importance of visuals and manipulatives- they need to see and feel 
maths to understand it 

▪ The basics if understood fully will impact maths ability more than anything else 

▪ We are not teaching the same programme as mainstream in SET- if they could 
grasp this they wouldn’t need the individual help- we are meeting specific needs 

▪ Remember working memory difficulties- give visual supports, use calculator or 
multiplication squares if table not known

▪ Use consistent language to add less pressure to the student 

▪ Make the intervention you use as fun as possible

▪ Teach using graphic organisers and sketch noting (model)   



Communication and Language 
 https://www.sess.ie/resources/language-and-

literacy/language
 https://www.sess.ie/resources/sess-functional-language-

and-communication-resource
 What are we looking at? Ability to communicate and get 

needs and opinions across in some way
 If there is no functional communication system this is the 

first thing we must look at 
 What would it be like to be somewhere that people didn't 

really understand you and you couldn’t get your message 
across? 

 Understand the frustration  
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https://www.sess.ie/resources/language-and-literacy/language
https://www.sess.ie/resources/sess-functional-language-and-communication-resource


Assessing Social Skills 
 Social skills is a term that refers to an individual's ability to interact with other 

people (NCSE, 2020)

Some things we might focus on when assessing include:

▪ The child’s understanding of social rules

▪ Their understanding and use of body language

▪ Their ability to use appropriate language to communicate socially 

▪ Their ability to use empathy to understand the world from somebody else's 
point of view

▪ Their ability to understand and use appropriate tone of voice and volume when 
communicating with others 

▪ How appropriate their behavior is across different environments 

▪ Their knowledge of how their behaviour affects others

▪ Their ability to make and keep friends
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Things we might look at 
 Turn taking ability 

 Ability to understand and read facial expressions

 Ability to have a conversation

 Reactions to winning and losing

 Their ability to ask for help

 Active listening ability 

 Their recognition that other people have feelings, opinions, 
thoughts

 Their ability to ask to play, play with others, participate in 
playground games, say sorry and how they react to being wrong

 Have they appropriate ways to deal with being sad/angry/ 
disappointed etc.?
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How do I know which social skills 
to focus on? 

 Always start with the student and look at them as an 
individual- what needs do they have?

 What is causing the most difficulty in school?  

 Speak to them-the voice of the person is so important when 
planning for intervention

 Use the continuum to plan-what things does the child need 
to succeed in different environments?

 Think about being outside of the walls of a school and their 
future life-what do they need to be able to do?

 Observe and assess using checklists (gathering 
information)

 Talk to parents
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Assessment
 Checklists 

 Observation 

 Alex Kelly Talkabout

 Continuum of Support for BESD

 https://ncse.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Developing-Social-
Skills.pdf 
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Talkabout series by Alex Kelly 
Focus Age-range

Developing social skills for all ages 7+

Developing self-awareness and self-esteem 4-11

Developing social skills 4-11

Developing friendship skills 4-11

Developing social and emotional communication 
skills 

11-19

Developing self awareness and self esteem in 
adults

16+

Developing intimate relationship skills 11+

Relationship and Sexuality Education 11+



Things to think about-Social 
Skills 

▪ Look at specific, individual needs

▪ Whatever is used should match cognitive and language ability of the 
student 

▪ Often visuals make a huge difference- thinking in pictures 

▪ Too much language can overwhelm

▪ Remember the social communication difficulties in students with 
Autism no matter the ability 

▪ Don’t overthink the difficulties- focus yourself- prioritise in key areas 

▪ Relationships are key

▪ Remember to practice the skills taught and test them! 



Motor Skills and Physical 
 Fizzy Programme- https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/kids/healthcare-

professionals/paediatric-occupational-therapy/fizzy-
programme/

 Can look at balance, ball skills, body awareness and clever hands 

 There are great resources for different areas too 
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/kids/resources/

 https://www.twinkl.ie/resource/us-t-s-1268-gross-motor-skills-
assessment-spreadsheethttps://www.twinkl.ie/resource/us-t-s-
1268-gross-motor-skills-assessment-
spreadsheethttps://www.twinkl.ie/resource/us-t-s-1268-gross-
motor-skills-assessment-spreadsheet 
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https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/kids/healthcare-professionals/paediatric-occupational-therapy/fizzy-programme/
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/kids/resources/


Motor Skills and Physical 
 https://www.wsh.nhs.uk/Services-A-Z/Childrens-

services/Childrens-community-services/Paediatric-
occupational-therapy/Paediatric-Occupational-
Therapy-Motor-Skills-Pack/Paediatric-occupational-
therapy-motor-skills-resources.aspx

 https://www.lincolnshirecommunityhealthservices.nh
s.uk/application/files/2915/2285/5110/1st_Move.pdf
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https://www.wsh.nhs.uk/Services-A-Z/Childrens-services/Childrens-community-services/Paediatric-occupational-therapy/Paediatric-Occupational-Therapy-Motor-Skills-Pack/Paediatric-occupational-therapy-motor-skills-resources.aspx
https://www.lincolnshirecommunityhealthservices.nhs.uk/application/files/2915/2285/5110/1st_Move.pdf
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Part of the Jigsaw
 All testing should be regarded as an indicator of 

students’ ability/attainment

 Not an absolute assessment  

 Many factors may affect their performance; tiredness 
emotional lack of familiarity with the place or with the 
format observation over time in addition to testing is 
necessary to from a full understanding of each 
students’ ability, attainment, potential.

 Class Based without establishing testing conditions

 Invaluable to planning informing teaching road map 
for learning 



Terminology
 Baseline data  initial measure of a future measures will be 

compared to the base line gauge attainment 

 Chronological age the number of years and months a 
person has lived this is used specifically as a standard in 
which to measure behavior intelligence 

 Raw score number of answers answered correctly 

 Functional readers – reading ability of 10.06 years onwards

 Below the age of 6.11 in terms of reading ability- no 
functionality

 A functional reader will not have all the necessary skills 
needed to cope with reading at second level



Circular
 https://www.sess.ie/sites/default/files/inline-

files/Circular_0035_2017_PP%20Assessment%20Instru
ments.pdf

 Circular re Approved Assessments Department of 
Education  

https://www.sess.ie/sites/default/files/inline-files/Circular_0035_2017_PP%20Assessment%20Instruments.pdf


CAT GLD
 About CAT-GLD and Guidelines for Use | National 

Council for Special Education - CPD and In-School 
Support (sess.ie)

https://www.sess.ie/about-cat-gld-and-guidelines-use


Error Analysis
 6-8 weeks

 Reading Speaking  Written expression

 Literally count the errors

 Number of errors made words ÷ written/read  x 100  

 Percentage error    

 Only count the same mistake once                      



Miscue analysis
 If specific intervention is required

 This is looking at the quality of errors made- as 
opposed to the quantity

 A running record for diagnosis to identify students' 
specific difficulties

 Authentic Information

 Can be used in reading , speaking and written work 

 6-8 weeks



The Miscues to Look for During a 
Miscue Analysis

 Correction
A common sign of a competent reader, a correction is a miscue that the 
student corrects in order to make sense of the word in the sentence.

 Insertion
An insertion is a word(s) added by the child that is not in the text.

 Omission
During oral reading, the student omits a word that changes the 
meaning of the sentence.

 Repetition
The student repeats a word or portion of the text.

 Reversal
A child will reverse the order of the print or the word. (from instead of 
form, etc.)

 Substitution
Instead of reading the word in the text, a child substitutes a word that 
may or may not make sense in the passage.



What Do the Miscues Tell You?
 Correction

This is good! We want readers to self-correct. However, is the reader reading too fast? Is the reader 
miscorrecting accurate reading? If so, the reader often doesn't see himself as a 'good' reader.

 Insertion
Does the inserted word detract from meaning? If not, it may just mean the reader is making sense but 
also inserts. The reader may also be reading too fast. If the insertion is something like using finished 
for finish, this should be addressed.

 Omission
When words are omitted, it may mean weaker visual tracking. Determine if the meaning of the 
passage is affected or not. If not, omissions can also be the result of not focusing or reading too fast. It 
may also mean the sight vocabulary is weaker.

 Repetition
Lots of repetition may indicate that the text is too difficult. Sometimes readers repeat when they're 
uncertain and will repeat the word(s) to keep the words coming as they regroup.

 Reversal
Watch for altered meaning. Many reversals happen with young readers with high-frequency words. It 
may also indicate that the student has difficulty with scanning the text, left to right.

 Substitutions
Sometimes a child will use a substitution because they don't understand the word being read. Does 
the substitution make sense in the passage, is it a logical substitution? If the substitution does not 
change the meaning, it is often enough to help the child focus on accuracy, because he/she is reading 
from meaning, the most important skill.

https://www.thoughtco.com/dolch-high-frequency-cloze-activities-3110781


How to carry it out
 Use unfamiliar text, not something known from memory.

 A miscue analysis will be inaccurate when administered to an 
emerging reader, but the information may still be of value.

 Give the student some choice in the reading selection.

 You will need a quiet place without interruptions, it can be very 
handy to record the child which provides you with an 
opportunity to listen to the passage more than once.

 Photocopy the selection the student will read, use this to record 
the miscues.

 Record each miscue. (Use hyphens for skipped words, record 
each substitution (i.e. went for when), use for insertion and 
record the word(s), circle omitted words, underline repeated 
words, you may also want to use // for repeated words.



Oral Written Language Scales
 OWLS

 Up to 21 years

 Listening Comprehension

 Oral Expression

 Reading Comprehension

 Written Expression 



Special Needs Assessment Profile 
 https://snap.rsassessment.com/#/core/welcome

 SNAP

https://snap.rsassessment.com/#/core/welcome

