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The Ombudsman for Children’s Office 

• The Ombudsman for Children’s Office (OCO) is a human 
rights institution that promotes the rights and welfare of 
young people under 18 years of age living in Ireland.

• The Ombudsman for Children Act (2002), sets out the 
role and powers of this Office. 

• The Ombudsman for Children is a 
presidential appointment and reports directly to the 
Oireachtas.

https://www.oco.ie/library/ombudsman-for-children-act-2002/






Being a teacher today



Bryan McMahon wrote about the core of Teaching is a 3 Legged Stool and he says that when 
that stool is plush with the ground and sturdy under us then we are at the happiest we can be

o Leg 1 is Physical

o Leg 2 is Spiritual

o Leg 3 is Imaginative

• I can liken that to the main tips for Wellbeing (MH Ireland and Healthy Ireland promotion)

o Be Active (Physical)

o Connect (Spiritual)

o Give   (Spiritual)

o Keep Learning and Rediscovering old interests (Imaginative)

o Take Notice. Be Curious. Catch sight of the beautiful  (Imaginative)



“One child, one 
teacher, one book, 

one pen can change 
the world.” —

Malala Yousafzai

“It is the supreme 
art of the teacher to 

awaken joy in 
creative expression 
and knowledge.” —

Albert Einstein.



“Stories are the weapons of the 
dispossessed”









Mind The Gap
Measures to overcoming barriers in education

• It is necessary to provide a legislative basis for the 
educational rights of children with disabilities 

• Capacity building around inclusive leadership is vital and 
is necessary to drive culture change
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What is inclusive education? 

UNICEF.org



UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child 

• The Committees emphasize that high-quality inclusive 
education requires the education of all children on 
equal terms in the same general education system….

• The Committees also reaffirm that the right to quality 
inclusive education is not compatible with sustaining 
two systems of education: a mainstream education 
system and a special/segregated education system. 

• Early intervention, accessible learning environments 
and individual support must be provided in all phases of 
education process for ensuring the inclusive education. 



Thank you


